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A major topic was the urgent need for repairs to the Steinway baby grand that is our 

sanctuary piano. This instrument has been in need of repairs for some time and the un-

certainty of the lifespan/replacement of the organ makes it imperative that this piano be in 

top condition. Estimates range from $5750 for repairs to $26,850 for a total rebuild. The 

rebuild, which would return the instrument to its original condition, would require it to be 

removed for 90 days. We are also seeking an estimate from another company. We will 

work closely with the Trustees on this issue.  

Another important topic was how best to involve the congregation and gain their 

feedback in the organ decision process. The first method will be a brief survey, available 

though e-mail to those who receive this newsletter, and also in paper form. The second 

will be through focus groups, where members will have the opportunity to ask questions 

and discuss topics such as the importance of music in our worship. Dates/places/formats 

for these groups will be announced shortly.  

Because any major financial decision regarding an organ must be made in the overall 

context of the church‘s financial position, Trustees Chair Jerry Bell is compiling a list of 

potential capital projects that could occur within the next five years and thus, have an 

impact on our budget. This list, with estimates of related costs, will be released when 

completed.  

Finances, including investments and any possible use, and the need for fundraising, will 

be discussed at our next meeting.  

A representative from the Shantz Organ Company was here on February 10th to inspect 

the organ and will provide us with their opinion on repairs/replacement.  

Here is something interesting that Sarah Jancura shared:  

Google OHS Organ Database, then select quick search. Enter Mount Vernon, Ohio in the 

appropriate boxes and hit search. (You can also enter the word Gay in the second box and 

you should get the same results)  There are two listings for our church that will give you 

(mostly technical) information about our organ. One also has a vintage postcard view of 

the church exterior. 


